Your failure to consider your
child’s financial future may
well jeopardise your child’s
means tested statutory
income support and local
authority funding

What to do next

If you do not, those who you hope
will benefit may not do so under current
legislation. It does not follow that a spouse will
necessarily automatically inherit an estate. In some
cases, where there is no will, assets may go to the
State if there are no relatives.

It is never too early to
make these decisions. Your will can always be
changed during your lifetime if circumstances change.

As house prices rise, and
therefore assets increase, so more and more people
are having to consider how to hedge against
inheritance tax. One way to avoid some or all tax,
is to leave money to charity. However, your
financial advisor or solicitor should be consulted.

If you
intend to leave assets to someone who cannot
handle their own affairs, it is vital to leave such
assets in trust. Leaving assets direct can cause many
problems. The beneficiary could lose statutory
benefits, and their assets will have to be handled by
the Court of Protection, a process which can be
cumbersome and complicated.

This is best undertaken in your
lifetime. There is no need to initially put more than
a token sum in to keep the trust alive, and assets
can pass into the trust through your will.
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Ravenswood Trustees Limited

is going to
safeguard your child’s
financial future when you
are no longer there
to provide




As a parent of a child
with a learning disability your
time and mind are fully

occupied and you may not
have got around to making
a will and creating a trust.

Making a will is vital

— in the absence of a will the
spouse, child or any other
relative of the deceased’s choice
may not automatically inherit
the estate

Ravenswood
Trustees Limited.
can help

Those assets which you wish to benefit
someone with a learning disability, should
be left in trust.

Trustees will manage the assets during the
lifetime of the beneficiary so that means
tested statutory benefits are not prejudiced.

If you independently set up a trust for a
learning disabled child there can be
drawbacks — the costs may prove too
expensive, especially if the value of the assets
to be held in the trust is relatively small.

In addition, families may find it difficult to
select trustees who are able to give a long
term commitment to the beneficiary.

Families should therefore seriously

consider the services of Ravenswood
Trustees Limited. — the costs of establishing
a discretionary trust to support those with
learning disabilities are modest and
Ravenswood Trustees Limited, has been
established specifically for the purpose of
administering such trusts. Under our scheme
the minimum amount that can be placed in
a trust is £100.



